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I, Lawrie Brunello, Secretary, hereby certify that this and the following … pages are a true and correct copy of the By-Laws (Rules) 
of Castle Hill RSL Fishing Club as created by Special Resolution passed at Castle Hill RSL Fishing Club’s Annual General Meeting held 
on 18 December 2021 

   Signed by Lawrie Brunello ___________________________ Dated: _08/06/2022______________ 

BY-LAWS of CASTLE HILL RSL FISHING CLUB (the ‘Club’) 

These By-Laws (Rules) may be amended in accordance with provisions of the Club’s Constitution 

Section 1:    TROPHIES 

1.1 The following Perpetual Trophies shall be available each Financial Year to Members: 

 

Trophy Awarded For Trophy Awarded For 

 OVERALL CLUB TROPHIES - Across All Divisions KAYAK Division 

Robbie Duncan Club Champion (Most Points) Rob & Julie Cooper Best Kayak Fisher (most Pts) 

Peter Lynch Junior Champion (Most Points) David Spencer Biggest Fish 

Fishing Club Trophy Best Junior - Biggest Fish RIVER & ESTUARY Division 

Charles Smart Biggest Fish of the Year Jacko Gillson Most Points 

Robin Phair Champion Boat (Min. 2 Divisions) Ray Smart Biggest Score on a Single Trip 

Bert Fellows 
Persevering Fisherman (no other 

award) 
Jim Lewry Biggest Bream 

Rocky Hudson Encouragement Award (New Mbr) Warren Randle Biggest Flathead 

George Ford Memorial Spirit of the Club Jim Isaacs Biggest Mulloway (Jewfish) 

CHARTER BOAT (Deep Sea) Division ROCK & BEACH Division 

Jack Hando Most Points George Ford Most Points 

Arthur Muir Biggest Score on a Single Trip Leno Andoloro Biggest Score on a Single Trip 

Rags' Franklin Biggest Flathead Tom Garrick Biggest Tailor 

Steelmark Biggest Morwong David Franklin Biggest Whiting 

Rick Mathews Biggest Snapper Bob Phair Biggest Fish (Other) 

FRESHWATER Division  SMALL BOATS (Deep Sea) Division 

Ron Micallef Most Points 
Middle Harbour 
Marine 

Most Points 

Richard Blagrove Biggest Score on a Single Trip Dardy Munro Biggest Score on a Single Trip 

Craig Randle Biggest Bass Bob Partlett Biggest Flathead 

Rick Cumming Biggest Trout (any species) Jack Goldsworthy Biggest Morwong 

Kevin Smart Biggest Fish (Other) Ted Gant Biggest Snapper 

Geoff Sexton Encouragement   

 

 

1.2 Trophy winners shall have their name engraved on the Trophy and will be permitted to retain 
the Trophy for most of the next corresponding Financial Year until two (2) months before the 
commencement of the following Financial Year (i.e. return by end of April). 

1.3 Any Trophies where winners elect not to hold the Trophy(ies) or, where a Trophy is not 
awarded (for whatever reason), shall be displayed in the Castle Hill RSL Club’s trophy cabinet. 
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1.4 Trophies shall be awarded as soon as practical after the end of the Financial Year, ideally at  

a special presentation event at the Parent Club’s premises to be held within 2 months from the 
end of the Club’s Financial Year (i.e.July or August). 

Section 2:  OBJECTIVES OF THE FISHING POINTS SYSTEM 

2.1 The objectives of the Fishing Points System are: 

 2.1.1 Easy for everyone, i.e. easy for Members to understand and participate in; easy for 
Members to report their results; easy for Division and Trip Captains to collect and report 
results, and easy for the Recorder to receive results, tally points and report results in a timely 
and regular fashion 

 2.1.2 Being respectful of aquatic life and any preferences for ‘catch and release’ fishing, i.e.  
avoid the need to measure every single fish) 

2.1.3 Providing Members with a balance of competition, luck, and fun including a system 
whereby any single division is not grossly advantaged in achieving the Club Champion Trophy 

2.1.4 Rewarding varied and adaptable angling, i.e. capture of different species in varying 
situations and environments 

2.1.5 Making fishing attractive and supportive for relatively inexperienced Members, i.e. 
reward participation, ensure fishing is fun and contains an element of luck 

2.1.6 Enticing Members and new Members (who may join part way into the fishing year) and 
who, therefore, may miss several fishing trips), to still be in contention to win a Trophy. 
Accordingly, winning the major Club Champion Trophy shall be reasonably achievable for 
Members that may only be able to attend a maximum of ten (10) trips per year  

2.1.7 Easy for Members to view results which are to be updated at least monthly. 

Section 3    POINTS ALLOCATION 

3.1 For all Divisions, Members may earn points for scheduled Club Fishing Trips as follows: 
3.1.1 Attendance Points: One (1) point per Trip; and  

3.1.2 Fish Caught: One (1) point per ‘Eligible Fish’ (as provided for in the By-Laws (Rules) up to 

a maximum of five (5) fish for each ‘Eligible Species’. However, In the case of the Freshwater 

Division, a maximum of ten (10) of each ‘Eligible Species’ may count; and 

3.1.3 Target Species: One (1) bonus point per “Eligible Fish” nominated as a “Target Species” 

(as provided for in the By-Laws (Rules); and 

3.1.4 Largest of Species: One (1) bonus point for the largest ‘Eligible Fish’ by length for each 

“Eligible Species’ per Trip’ 

3.2 With regard to awarding the Club Champion Trophy and Junior Champion Trophy, a member’s 
best ten (10) trips will count subject to a maximum of five (5) Trips from any single Division. 

3.3 For the Champion Boat Trophy this shall be awarded to the best boat owner or best boat 
captain as determined by the Club Captain from a shortlist of at least three (3) worthy candidates 
nominated by the Recorder. Consideration is to be given in approximate orderof: 

a) Variety of Divisions fished subject to a minimum of having fished two (2); 

b)Number of events fished; 

c) Overall and average of fishing results of boat captain and crew; and 

d)Encouragement of new Members and/or Juniors. 

3.4 For Divisional Trophies relating to ‘most points’, a Member’s best five (5) trips in that Division 
will count. 
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3.5 Points may only be awarded to Members for Trips they have given proper notice of their 
intent to attend and where the Trip takes place. The exception to this is Attendance Points may 
still be awarded if a Member turns up to fish and the Trip is cancelled by the Trip Captain (or 
Divisional Captain) shortly before the planned commencement time 

3.6 Long Trips (i.e. more than 24 hours) shall be considered a single trip 

3.7 For a Trip to be considered an ‘official’ Trip, the minimum number of Members required to 
attend and fish is two (2) except for Charter Boat (Deep Sea) Trips which shall be four (4) and for 
Small Boats (Deep Sea) Trips at least two (2) vessels with Members 

3.8 There must be at least three (3) ‘official’ Trips in a Division in the relevant fishing year for 
applicable Trophies to be awarded 

Section 4:   FISHING RULES & POINTS CRITERIA 

4.1 Members must always abide by the relevant rules, regulations, and authorised directions of 
local authorities such as the NSW Government’s Department of Primary Industries (DPI/NSW 
Fisheries). Note: Fishing techniques, legal fish size, bag limits and restrictions on number of fish in 
possession may vary with location. 

4.2 Eligible Fish: Comprise bony finfish caught by hook and fishing line and are legally able to be 
kept subject to complying with criteria set out in these By-Laws (Rules) 

4.3 Ineligible Species: Sharks, Rays, Eels, Saltwater Catfish, Rock Cod, KelpFish, Frog Fish, Toad 
Fish, Puffer Fish, Sun Fish, Box Fish, Black Spinefoot, Wirrah Cod (Boots), Black Rock Cod, Red Rock 
Cod, Maori Wrasse and other Parrot Fish, LongTom, Snook/Pike, Sergeant Baker, Sweep, Yellow 
Tailand and any protected species (as determined by DPI/NSW Fisheries) 

4.4 Target Species 

4.4.1 The Divisional Captain (or Trip Captain in their absence) may nominate one or more 

Target Species for a particular Trip which would be eligible for the award of bonus points 

based on the following criteria: 

a) Target Species are to be fish species which are less commonly caught and require a 

targeted approach to fishing 

b) Target Species are to be nominated at least one (1) week in advance of a Trip to 

allow sufficient notice for participants to prepare their gear 

4.4.2 Suggested Target Species relevant to each Division are as follows:  

4.4.2.1 Charter Boat Division: Nil unless supported by vessel Skipper 

4.4.2.2 Deep Sea Division: Yellowtail Kingfish, Cobia, Mahi Mahi  

4.4.2.3 River and Estuary Division: Yellowtail Kingfish, Whiting 

4.4.2.4 Freshwater Division: Murray Cod, Trout (depending on venue) 

4.4.2.5 Kayak Division: Yellowtail Kingfish, Whiting  

4.4.2.6 Rock and Beach Division: Luderick, Rock Blackfish (Black Drummer), 

Whiting 

      4.5 Counting, Measuring & Verifying Fish Captures 

4.5.1 In the spirit of ‘catch and release’ fishing, fish caught on a Club Trip do not need to be 
‘weighed-in’ or measured at a central point to count for points towards Trophies  

4.5.2 Any fish to be measured, including of fish of marginal size or ‘Fish-of-Significance’ or 
‘trophy’ fish, shall be measured by length from the tip of mouth (with mouth closed as much as 
practical) to furthest tip of the tail and to be rounded down to the nearest centimetre (cm) 
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4.5.3 For ‘Fish-of-Significance’ to be counted, the ‘Photo System’ must be used, and the Trip 
Captain and Recorder are to be provided with corroborative photographs. ‘Fish-of-Significance’ 
include largest species from a Trip and ‘trophy’ fish (including largest fish of a species for the 
year or a Club record) 

4.5.4 For ‘regular’ fish captures to count towards Club Trophies (i.e. other than ‘Fish-of-
Significance’), evidence of fish caught may be via the Photo System or via the Buddy System  

4.5.5 The ‘Photo System’ incorporates the following: - 

a) the use of a photographic device (i.e. camera, mobile phone, Go-pro) to record and 
clearly identify the fish species; and 

b) the use of a suitable measuring stick or brag-mat in conjunction with a photographic 
device to clearly identify the length of a fish species; and 

c) photographs are to be made available to the Trip Captain (and Division Captain if 
requested) and the Recorder within a two (2) week period after the relevant Trip 

4.5.6 The ‘Buddy System’ involves a Member following the below process: - 

a) witnessing the capture of the relevant fish; 

b) verifying the fish captured as an Eligible fish species. 

c) verifying fish length (rounded down to the nearest centimetre); and 

d) ensuring fish capture details are correctly reported. 

4.6 Reporting Fish Capture Results:  

4.6.1 Who 

a) Individual Members are responsible for reporting their results in an acceptable form to 
the Trip Captain 

b) The Trip Captain is responsible for reporting the Trip results in an acceptable form to the 
Recorder. This shall ordinarily be via the relevant Trip Sheet downloadable from the Club’s 
website. 

4.6.2 What 

a) List of fish species (ideally in alphabetical order) 

b) Quantity of each fish species and lengths rounded down to the nearest centimetre  

c) Largest of each species if thought to be a possible contender for biggest of species for the 
year or trip (only relevant if bonus points or extra prizes are applicable) 

d) Highlight any possible contenders for Club records 

For example, Bream x2 (30cm, largest 35cm); Flathead-Dusky x1 (largest 60cm), Flathead-
Sand x3 (40cm, 43cm, largest 55cm), Mulloway (Jewfish) x1 (105cm, possible Club record). 

4.6.3 Communications/Media 

a) The Recorder and Trip Captain are to advise (preferably in advance) what media options 
they require to receive fish capture results, such as paper, email, WhatsApp or SMS  

b) The ‘default’ medium for the Recorder to receive fishing Trip results shall be via:   
recorder@castlehillrslfishingclub.org.au 

4.7 Fishing Techniques and Catching of Fish 

4.7.1 Hooks and Fishing Line: No more than two (2) fishing lines (only one (1) for Charter Boat) 
may be used at any one time 

4.7.2 Hook Configuration: Each line shall have no more than two (2) hooks or have a ‘flight of 
hooks’ attached. (A flight of hooks is defined as ‘a number of hooks which are ganged or 
individually fastened to a line for the purpose of securing a single bait’) 

4.7.3 Landing or Boating Fish: Only fish landed or boated with a hook and line attached are 
eligible unless the fish is detached in the process of netting or gaffing 

mailto:recorder@castlehillrslfishingclub.org.au
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Section 5   CLAIMING CLUB RECORDS 

5.1 Club records may be claimed for any fish species caught on any Club outing providing the fish 
species can be positively identified and there is compliance with the Club’s Constitution including 
these By-Laws (Rules)  

5.2 To claim the largest fish of the species for Club Trips and Club Records, the ‘Photo System’ as 
afore mentioned must have been used. 

Section 6  TRIP NOTICES & NOTICES TO ATTEND 

6.1 General Communication of Trip Notices:  The Club’s electronic Google Calendar shall be the 
official Calendar for general communication of all events including fishing Trips. A link to the 
Club’s Calendar shall ordinarily be available via the Club’s website. Divisional Captains (and Trip 
Captains) are expected to ensure the Club Calendar is updated with Trips planned or cancelled as 
soon as practical  

6.2 Targeted Communication of Trip Notices:  Trip notices shall ordinarily be provided to all 
Members who have expressed interest in the relevant fishing Division. This shall ordinarily be via 
interested Members’ nominated email addresses primarily, and/or via SMS and/or via any other 
generally accepted method of communication for the relevant Division, such as a dedicated 
WhatsApp Group 

6.3 Timing of Trip Notices: Trip notices shall ordinarily be available to all Members at least seven 
(7) days in advance. In exceptional circumstances, Trip Notices may be provided at shorter notice, 
provided the Club Calendar is updated and most Members who are known to fish in the relevant 
Division are advised at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance via a targeted communication 
method noted above  

6.4 Notices to Attend: Members intending to attend fishing Trips are to advise the relevant Trip 
Captain with advance notice and communication medium suitable to the Trip Captain. Not doing 
so shall ordinarily exclude the Member from participating in the Points Score System and 
subsidies for that Trip, subject to the discretion of the relevant Trip Captain or Divisional Captain 

Section 7 COMPLAINTS, CHALLENGES & NON-COMPLIANCE 

7.1 Any complaint or challenge relating to the interpretation or application of these fishing By-
laws (Rules) and points scoring allocated for a particular fishing Trip shall be made as soon as 
practical and within seven (7) days of a fishing Trip to the Trip Captain (otherwise Divisional 
Captain). The Trip Captain (otherwise Divisional Captain) shall obtain all relevant information 
including liaising with all parties lodging the complaint and advise a determination as soon as 
practical and within a further fourteen (14) days from receipt of the complaint. For extenuating 
circumstances (such as the Trip Captain or Divisional Captain being a party related to the 
complainant), parties to a complaint may brief the Club Captain and request their involvement in 
the determination  

7.2 Serious complaints, challenges and appeals relating to the interpretation or administration of 
these By-Laws (Rules) may be made in writing to the Committee whose determination shall be 
final 

7.3 Breach of By-Laws (Rules): Any Member found to be in breach of these By-Laws (Rules) will 
not be eligible for any points for the relevant Trip and further penalties may be imposed by the 
Committee such as suspension from future events. 

Section 8  FORMS 

8.1 Applications for new membership shall be via the attached Membership Form dated 8/7/21. 
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8.2 Nominations for Office-Bearers shall be via the attached  

Nomination Form for Office-Bearers dated November 2021. 

Section 9  DOCUMENT VERSION HISTORY 

The first separate By-Laws Document (as last saved …. November 2021) was created by Special 
Resolution passed by the members at the Annual General Meeting held on 18/ 12 / 2021 

Section 10ANNEXURES 

ANNEXURES included in the By-Laws are as follows: 

Annexure I – By-Laws of Fishing Divisions 

Annexure II – Membership Form dated 8/7/2021 

Annexure III – Nomination for Office-Bearers Form (as last saved 7/11/2021) 

Annexure IV – Vessel Registration Form (as last saved 11/10/2021) 
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ANNEXURE I – BY-LAWS (RULES) of FISHING DIVISIONS 

Section 1   CHARTER BOATDIVISION 

1.1 Trip Fees 

1.1.1 Trip Fees are generally applicable for Charter boat hire only. As Charter Bookings and Hire 
Conditions can vary, so will the cost of Trip fees 

1.1.2 Unless otherwise stated, Trip fees do not include fishing gear, bait, food, drinks, clothing 
and transport to and from the wharf 

1.2 Payment of Trip Fees 

1.2.1 Junior Members placed on theTrip notice (other than as ‘Reserves’) and, up to one (1) 
week prior to the Trip, will be charged the full Senior Trip Fees 

1.2.2 Juniors placed on the Trip from ‘Reserves’, will be charged at the Junior rate 

1.2.3 All Trip Fees must generally be paid at the time of booking for the Trip (unless other 
payment arrangements are made in advance with the Trip Captain or Divisional Captain) 

1.2.4 Members are responsible for paying Trip Fees of their guests 

1.3 Attendance on Trips 

1.3.1 The nominated Trip Captain has complete control and decision-making authority on each 
Trip 

1.3.2 Senior Members have priority on all Trips over Junior Members for up to two (2) weeks 
prior to the date of the Trip. Any visitors who place their name on the Trip Sheet during this 
time, will have their names re-categorised to Reserves 

1.3.3 Juniors: For Juniors to participate in Charter Trips, Juniors must: - 

a) be at least twelve (12) years of age 

b) be Members of the Club and be supervised by a parent or guardian who is responsible for 
their good conduct and care 

c) fish according to all the Rules of the Club. Parents/Guardians of Juniors need to take 
precautions against sea sickness as Trips will not be prematurely ended for this reason alone 

d) not comprise more than two (2) Juniors on a Charter 

1.3.4 Members not on the last Trip will have priority on the next trip if booked three (3) weeks 
in advance 

1.4 Reserves 

1.4.1 Reserves will be elevated to crew status on a Trip in the order they appear on the 
Reserve List, provided they: - 

a) indicate that they still wish to attend the Trip 

b) pay the full Trip Fees within two (2) days of being notified they have a place on the 
relevant Trip or by arrangement 

1.4.2 Reserves (Members) who are unable to be accommodated as crew on a Trip, will be 
considered for priority for the next scheduled Trip 

1.5 Cancellations 

1.5.1 By Trip Attendees: Persons who “cancel” for any reason must: - 

a) notify the Trip Captain (or Divisional Captain) as soon as possible 

b) remove their name from the Trip list 

Note: Parts (a) and (b) above apply to all Trip participants and Reserves  
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Note: If a replacement cannot be found, the Member/Guest shall be liable for the full Trip 
Fee unless for substantial and verified health reasons or waived by the Committee 

1.5.2 By Charter Operator: Cancellations due to adverse weather conditions can only be made 
by the charter operator whose decision will ideally be conveyed before commencement of the 
scheduled Trip or, at worst, at the wharf 

1.5.3 Refunds Due to Cancellation 

Where no Trip cancellation fees are payable by the Club, refunds will be applicable unless:-  

a) a Member elects to have his/her Trip Fee payment treated as an “advance payment" for 
their next Trip 

b) Trip Fee refunds will be available on the Friday following the relevant cancelled Trip 

Note: The Club is liable for full charter boat hiring fees, whether or not the charter boat is full, 
once the charter boat leaves the ‘Sydney Heads’. No refunds can apply in any circumstances 
after this time 

1.6 Replacement Attendees 

Any person (Member or Guest) whose name is on the Trip Sheet and has not paid for the Trip, 
may have their name removed from the Trip list in favour of a paying Member or Guest 

1.7 Charter Over-Subscription  

1.7.1 When the number of Members who have paid to attend a Trip exceeds the number of 
positions available on the Charter Boat, it will be a case of ‘first-in best-dressed’, and if that is 
not obvious a ballot will be held to decide attendees. Any ballot will:- 

a) be conducted by the Trip Captain (or Divisional Captain) whose decision will be final 

b) excludes the Trip Captain (or his delegate where the Trip Captain cannot attend) as the 
Trip Captain is automatically a participant 

1.7.2 Where a paid Member fails to secure a position on the Charter, they will be offered a 
refund or be noted as ‘paid in advance’ and given priority on the next scheduled Trip 

1.8 Members with Disabilities 

Any Member with a disability may approach the Charter Boat Captain or Trip Captain requesting 
to be allocated a particular position on the Charter boat 

1.9 Trip Notices 

1.9.1 Trip notices (and updates) will be provided via the Club’s Electronic Calendar (accessible 
via the Club’s website) and may also be communicated via email or posting to the Club’s 
Facebook Group   

1.9.2 Trip times posted for leaving the Club (where applicable) or the wharf cannot be changed 
unless all attendees have been notified by the Divisional Captain or Trip Captain 

1.9.3 Any trip attendee literally ‘missing the boat’ will be liable for the full Trip Fees 

1.10 Charter Boat Protocols 

1.10.1 Fishing Positions on the Charter Boat shall be determined by consultation among 
attendees or, if necessary, will be determined by the Trip Captain (or if circumstances dictate by 
the Charter Boat Captain) who will make the final decision. 

1.10.2 Once Fishing Positions are determined, attendees are to ordinarily fish the whole trip in 
the position they were allocated or move by agreement including to attempt to avoid tangles  

1.10.3 Guests and Juniors (where practicable) will always be placed next to the Member inviting 
them 

1.11 Fishing Rules 

1.11.1 Unless advised otherwise by the Trip Captain, all attendees must fish with the same 
weight of sinker as nominated by the Trip Captain (or Charter Boat Captain) 
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1.11.2 No attendee is permitted to fish with more than one (1) hand line and or Rod at any one 
time and with two (2) hooks only 

1.11.3 No attendee is to leave their line unattended whilst it is in the water. The requirement is 
to wind your line in and secure your fishing rod 

1.11.4 Fish caught while trolling are not eligible for weigh-in and belong to the boat and not the 
person catching that fish 

1.11.5 If a line goes ‘light’ or ‘slack’, the attendee is required to wind their line in as slack line will 
potentially tangle other lines 

1.11.6 Wire Traces, Three-Way Metal Swivels and Fish Oil are not permitted 

1.11.7 Whether using Fixed Winches or fishing rods, they may only be used to lower baits when 
instructed to do so by the Trip Captain (or Charter Boat Captain) 

Section 2  DEEP SEA DIVISION 

2.1 There must be a minimum of two (2) persons per boat during Deep Sea Trips 

2.2 The Trip Captain is to be contacted: 

2.2.1 The night before each Trip to confirm attendance 

2.2.2 At the time of entering and leaving the water 

2.3 The names of all non-members attending a Trip must be given to the Trip Captain prior to 
entering the water 

Section 3  FRESHWATER DIVISION 

3..1 Members must adhere to local rules and regulations, for example, when in alpine waters 
suitable life jackets to be worn 

Section 4  KAYAK DIVISION 

4.1 Presently, no specific By-Laws (Rules) govern fishing in the Kayak Division (this dedicated section 
is provided here for future reference) 

Section 5  RIVER & ESTUARY DIVISION 

5.1 Presently, no specific By-Laws (Rules) govern fishing in the River & Estuary Division (this 
dedicated section is provided here for future reference) 

Section 6  ROCK & BEACH DIVISION (Land-Based Saltwater) 

6.1 Presently, no specific By-Laws (Rules) govern fishing in the Rock & Beach Fishing Division (this 
dedicated section is provided here for future reference) 
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ANNEXURE II – MEMBERSHIP FORM 
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ANNEXURE III – NOMINATION FORM 

 



CASTLE HILL RSL FISHING CLUB       .     

ANNEXURE IV – VESSEL REGISTRATION FORM 

 


